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Dgnadón nacDona& e intelrnacio'ña~"<'~.. "an t e maaacres de inc! figenafi 1.1 0 . 11. ~
. La in rensiñc ación de 1:15 masacres en el altiplano noroccldenta t d e Guatemala, ha despertado el repudi~'~ ind !gnación de /

din int os SC'C1 0r es del país, rep reseotanvc s QI!: capas sociales y corrien tes Ideológicas diferentes. Asimismo. la crucl~:ft:Rtl=: l a ~ '
matan zas en donde han sido asesinados. hom bres, mujeres. an cianos y niñ os. ha horro rizado a la op inión pub lica ; los med i@~

de in fo rmación - aho ra acal lados po r ln situación de esta do de sit io Que impe ra en el pais- . habian dado cabida 3 las denun
cias)' llamados d e las organizaciones revolucionar ias, popula res y d emocráticas. razón po r la q ue e¡gobierno de Rios Mo nnlov
acusó de subversi vos" . '

El ce rtc dista Jorge Clf-p io Ntcolt e. en ed itoria l del 19 de
j unio r asad o. al referi rse a! incremento de la violencia en elal
riplano indígena, co ment ó una de las ú ltimas masacres lleva
das a cabo en El Quiché. donde murieron 11 2 perso nas
-c-hom bres. mujeres y nil\os- y qu edaro n her idas orras 35:
dice e¡ ed ito rialis ta: "Las masocrrs d~ indig~lI (ll. ese exsermi
n ía absurdo l/u, enluta a lo n eci án, nC) ptJ r~u (en " logica al
g;inc. Si.n rmbargo, debe haber una razón q!le se escon de
demís dI'los h f'chos frios ae u as m uertes que hirían la sangre
en las u mu de la ciudadan ía con sciente. , Por qu i recurri r al
rsterminio e inv atucm r m el D lasm ujeres y a Jos niñ os? ¿ Cual
rs d " PO' quJ " de tanta crueldad J' áe tan to s3ña .'

En este mismo sentido. en espacio edito rial del9 de junio ,
el diario IM PA CTO expres ó: " Los habitantes dI' Guatemala
nos r.e.-rw s m anltnido itl/ormado.fde la traro cantidad de ma
sacro rtillJ:,ada.l'p or p ersonas du con ocida.f. e/rerando o tw
mildes pobíadnres lle distint as rl'¡:inne:: aet p,..Ú. N om bres,
m uj eres)' n iños hnn sido ¡"'timas dI! rst e tip o d~ víotencto que
armucstm hasta que punto ,..':Guate:nalase ha perdido la no
ci ón J' t:l sentido dI' IlJ vida h um anu como 1·0101' fundamental
qu, d~hfantlQ 1.2 principa ll'rolt'cÚÚn cid E stado j' tu.)ocit:dad,

DU ELO NAClüN / , L
Ei Colegio de Maestros de Guatemala, por 511 pa rte, decla

r6 el día 25 de junio , fech a en que secc nrnemc ra el Dia d el Ma
est ro , co mo duel o nacional, susp endiendo la das las celebra
cie nes acostumbradas en na os a nteriores, y para lo cual erni
liero n las dcel:;.racion es q .:e 11 l.:o min uaci6 r. publ ic:llllOS .

" Este 2j d e jun io no es un dla de fiesla. sino dr du elo
n:lciona l. RA ZON: El incrc!ble numero de maest ros sacrifi·
cado~ du ran te los u!timas añ os, ru es j amás en la historia del
país se habla desca rgad o so bre noso lros tal1\a ~ aj\a y lanl O
t.'Óio inexp licables .

Pero no s610sobre el Magistcri o . Dondequiera qu c pase
mos la mira da nos enconlra mos cor. ü n pan o rama de desl ruc
ción y mue n c; mil~ de nitlos h ll hfano~ y de mad re ~ <! tri bula
d::s de ambu lan de o ficin a y de ba rran cQen barr::nco, tr alan 
dI,) de i:k n tifica r .:1 sus padn:s, ht:rmc.nos o hijos desa pa reci
dos ; y en el altiplan o del pah , el (e rror i ~mo de~ l ruye y q llem a
vivic:nd li. ,~ y an iq uila co munid:ldes enl er as, no re:spel:m do ni a
los ninos ni a las muje res embaTmda s. A lodo estodebc a&re
garse el cada vez ga lopanle desemplec qu: ellvuel\'e en la a n
gustia y el hambre a enormes ma sas de' (ra baj édores de la
ciud ad y C'I aunpo_

Frente R un;!: situati 6n lan ago biante como esla. ¿c uál es
la aclilud de los responsables de mantener la scgurid~d y I ~

p3l nacionales? Hasta aho~a esa act itud ha con sistid o en no
c" frent l!r los p roblemas fund3mcmales. sin!>dar lccc ;one ~ d e
~lora!. y se nos pide Que cambiemos nu estras conduclas . pero
sin '1ue las vi!"jas )' C'aTcom id:lS C's lruct uras sociales ~e mc difi·
c~"n_ Como si la condu cta ~d hombn: se<!:e: :l. ais la::la } :lO CO
I n~ T ;:s p:: e ~ l <: a la rcalldad c uj el: \'a . i)~ e~e modo, c:if renI3:l
Gn. 1::sC!L;.d 6n dc In:;prob:c;::..~ !:c <:"' !e ~ r:o- d .:; rd uo tk: suh-

jetivismo. se tral :!. de enma sca rar las ca usas reales de una si'
ruacíón Que ahora ha hecho crisis .

Por eso, no sot ro s. en otro sentido y recu rriendo a la bis
to ria , padre }' ma dre de lod os los pueblos , con sideramo s que
la si tu aci ón q ue vive Gu atem ala tiene su causa fun dam enta l
en la invasi ón mcrcena r¡... de 19.54 que comprom et ió las ri
quezas nacion ale.. y derogó la Reforma Agraria, la cua l tenia
como obj etivo aca ba r con etteufundio . herencia d e la co lonia
y ca usa de nu estro atra so , y superar la economía de subsisten
cia de nuest ro campesino para crear un mercado int erno que
emi tiera UII pr oceso ind ust rial con nuestros propi o s recursos ,

A pa rtir de ent o nces. lod os los que nos han go bern ado
se ha n dedicado a acentuar nuestra dependencia y a ac recentar
la situ ación d e desigualdad social.

Pero Guatem ala no es una sola clase; Guatemala es Iun
da ment almente todo el conjunto de los ob reros, los campe n 
nos, los macsrros .dos estudiant es, las ca pas medias. los pe,
queñ o s prop icra rics q ue hcv se debaten en medio de la an RUS·
tia que provoca el desemp leo. los bajos salarios. el alt o costo
de la vid a, la falt a de tier ra , la falla de creditos. !a a usencia d e
mercado, la fa lla de escud as. etc.

Por eso nOSOITOS consideram os que la paz socia l sóto
podrá encont ra rse si se deuc ne la matanza y se resu elve n las
necesidades más inrnedrat as )' perentorias de todo el pu eblo .
No otro semido tiene el remo rio que enviáramos al go bierno
Cent ral . y que avala nuest ro deseo de contr ibuir a mejorar'Ias
coñdlclones edu cati vas de Guat emala y el nivel soc ia l de l Ma 
estro, y del cua.l aun no hemos obtenido respuesta" .

CONDENA INTERNACIONAL
A nivel int ern acio nal tam bién ha trascendido la esca lada

·d e masac; er. , asl.la elll idad hu man itari a de asisten cia int erna
cio nal OXFAM AMERICAN. al referirse a ellas manif estó:
" El ej rrclto KlIa1em(Jl/~co ha a/~rrorir.ado a la p ob laci6n
lnd(Km~ del pals y I:a da d" mUfrU lJ millares de personas y
d e.f/m itlo programas du(inadO$ a mejorar las con dic:ion es sn
cia!u J' e~·ofl(jmicas de 1M campesinos, también agregó : " la
violmcia &ubemam ental no es un u f uerlopara destruir a los
gu errilfl'rns. ,rlno Un int,nco para sup rim ir d m o vimien to de
d ttJlZrro{[o r u r c l " ,

En form a simi lar el presbíte ro Ju an V¡, 'es Suri a, P r('si·
dent e de la Fundacion Latinoamericana po r los Dc rechos Hu
l1"!a!lc;"s y el Desarro llo Social. con sede en Caracas, Venezuela,
d irigID u na c~tl a el do=e de j unio pasado al general E frain
RJos Mo ntl . de la cual publicamos algunos frag mentos, FUN
DA LAT IN sd'lala :

" A pesar del s!l~nclo p ro Krru1IaQO sobre rf drama de
Guarrm c/:J. agudi:.ado nT Ira tres últimas dicadas, conocemos
y comp anlm os m oralmm u ~l martirio del h f'rt1Jano p u c!J!c
h :Jmj!~~ y l"bor/oso. quc sólo pide con dignida~pan. y Ira baj o
, n la Iterr~ sagra da qu, le pUUnue.

COn el p rerato de qlJ~ snn delincurn tu o romunis tas al
rrc/amiU' sus derechos. u ha sLft~tr.aJ/.uJdo Una p oJftiea de
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torrar y dt estermlnio con tra la grn/~ q Ut p ienso y estudia.
contra 10$ Ind fgmas qUf sufren la m arginac í ó« de. sig los,
(0 1"/(' 0'10$ polít icos qu~ luchar. por la dignidad dr/ hom bre,
contra un pueblo que suBi a la esperanza de vivir, contra una
Iglt'Sia q ue canta " rrZQ al Dios de Jos p obres sin odiar a los ri
cos, cont ra los hermanos que sólo anhelan compartir.. .

Los memtgos, hermano Efrain, no son hu ideas, n i /01
cantos ni los u t as. Son t i ham brt. la miseria, la Injusticia,
TamOU" t i luj o, la corrupci ón, r/ despil farro, No hay ideas
pdigrOJnS cuando se busca la ventadJ' Ia justícia, El se ñor Re
agon ha dividida I!/ mundo en blanco y negro j-se hu tmpÜla
do rn nacem os CTUl' que los hom bres nos dividimos en buenos

)' malos, comunistas y onttcomunístos. Y que es necesario
quemar brujas y herejes para quepueda hfl!Hr orden J' progre
so en el m undo. Much os han calda ni la trampa. Ha sido la
m4.J hábil disyuntiva - , 1mayor chantfljepolftlco- para íegi
limar la Injusticia, la exptatoci ón y el despojo, HII

Las voces de repudio qUI:: SI:: han leven lado coinciden en
se ñalar el cese definitivo de las masacres. Tal y como lo
expresamos al inicio. la indig nación qUI:: han despenad o las
matanzas van más allá de l movimiento popular y revolu
cionario . porque afecta a Jos distintos sectores sociales del
país.

S ecc ión tes timonios

Las mata nzas de ca mpesinos indígenas ocurridas 1:: n los últi mos meses. pri nci
palmente en los departamentos de El Quiché . Aha verapaz, Huehu etenango y Chi
maltenango. pone en evidencia la política de exterm inio contra el pueblo guatema l.
teco. intensificada Iras el golpe del 23 de marzo.

La magnit ud d e la re presión . Que comprende incluso la dest rucción de ca....as.
cosechas, plantaciones y bosques. ha o bligado a que un alto porcentaje de la pobl a
ción indígena del altiplano no roccldemat del pais , especialmente de El Qu iché.
migre a erras zonas vecinas en busca de ayuda y refugio.

So brevivientes de a lgunas de las MASACRES. han hecho llegar a NOTICIAS

DE GUA TEMALA , los testimonios Que reflejan el carácter de besiíatíded yel
terror Que el ejercito gu bernam ental ba sembrado tillas poblaciones Indíge nas en
donde ahor a se cierne el ham bre. no só lo por la quema de cosechas . sino porque este
:11)0 [os cam pesin o s no han podido sem bra r debido a l terror Impe rante en el campo.

Las ca rtas Que publicamos a continu ación . en forma textual. con stituyen un
llamado de atenció n a todos los puebl os del mun do. par a que alc en su vez de denun
cia )' se sumen a la condena general en con tra de la polit ica de genocidio llevada a ca-
bopor el gobierno de Rlos Monn. Es urgente detener las masacres. .

de Ag uoca tá m. depart amenr o de
Huehueterumgo, Queremos decir que el
J6 de mayo llegaron hom bres descono
cidos a nuestra ataco. Los hom bres iban
armados y gritaban , Tam bién con/ aban
mientras quemaban tos casas y las tro
jes. Queremos sangre dec ían,

XENAXECUL
y LAS MAJADAS

Somos sobrevivientes de lo akten de
Xt' r¡.~:rC/1! y L as Majadas del municipio

terror/os. sólo o ímos Quemucho tiempo
dispararon y se quedaron 0111 comiendo
nuest ras gallinas y coches y quemaron
como la m itad de las casas.

Nosotros lo que qu eremos es estor en
nu. ~·, rra aldea pero nos da miedo p or los
nombres arm ados que tíegan a mo far y
botar las casas, No tenemos casa ni ro- N . . lisba . OSOITOS nos numos a mon e a e -
pa. ni arodones y na p odemos ITa lar . candem os, nos quemaron 47 casas y 60
de puro miedo . Talvez JH!flSumos que animalitos. carneros y bestias. Ahora
escribiendo en lodos los lados todo lo
~ 11 I nOS quedamos en el puro aire, todas las
qu e nos hocen les da miedo a e os. o o sábanas, chamarras. caites y la ropo

'
·ra de Dios o esos m a!o'cdos y ya n,) ven- r. d H sta si besuas oc. jueron quema os. a In OC' I y _-
gan o mofar chiquitos y,- ' -ieres. ro et trabaio nos Quedamos. Ojaló Uds.

.. se vengan a nuestros p uebtos y nos ayu-
EsIQ jue el 16 ~~ m ay o . den para que no sigan los hombres con

uniforme y armas grandes quemando
nuest ros viviendas y chamarras. Ese día
lle varon dos de la aldea. que·es/aban en
f ermo... y no pudieron sotir corrim do, se
los llevaron y allí mismo los malaron
después.

GUANTAJAU y SUNUNIL

"L~ escribimos satud ándato y dese
ando que con la ay uda de Dios esté bien
y gozando desaluda í ledo de su forn ília,
Qut'rem os q ue nos ayuden pues hemos
sufrida una tragedia grande en nue stras
l1Jd~as que son Gvanmiou y Sununit de l
municipio de Sacoputas en El Quiché.
Estamos sufriendo pues nos vinieron o
invadir nuestras atdeas los hom bres ar
mados. Eran m uchos. decían que no 
sarros somos guerrilleros. pero no tene
mos arma. sólo estamos trabajando
nuestra tierra y queremos vivir en
nuestra aldea. no queremos irnos. No
'sotros hombres la mayorla salim os
corriendo y estomos en el m onte, y las
mujeres ro n sus muchachitos y los 0/1

cienos soten a afros partesy Negar on los
hombresy mataron a11. de todas lasfa
mitias mataron a mós que algun o. No
sotros no pudimos regresar a en-
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My name is Angela Ber ryma n . I s ubmit t his tes timony on behalf of

t he Amer i can Friends Se rvice Co~ittee (AFSC) whi c h en gages in progr ams to

promote peace and de velopmen t, inspired by t he values of the Rel igious

Socie ty of Fr iends . Nei ther t he AFSC nor any i ndividual ca n s peak for a l l

members of t he Rel igious Society of Friends (Qua ker s) .

Fr om 1968 to 1970 I worked in Gua tema l a ( in t he depa r tment of Huehuetenango)

and f rom 1976 to 1980 I was a Cent r a l Ame r i ca r epresenta tive fo r t he Amer ican

Friends Se rvice Commit tee . living in Gua t emala Ci ty a nd t r avel i ng widely

t hroughout t he co~nt ry .

On J~ly 16 , 17 , 18 , in connec t~on wi t h my pr esent work r e l at i ng to

Cent r al .Ame r i ca n r efugees . I trave l ed t o t he bo rde r a r ea o f t he sta te of

Chia pas , Mexico , nea r Ci udad Cuah temoc , to vi s it Guat emalans who have f l ed

t heir coun try and a re now ref ugees. There a re appr oxi Qately 10 , 000 r e f ugees

i n that area and I was a ble t o visi t s ix area s wi th a t otal of about 2 . 000

refugees . I n thr ee days r interviewed a bout 25 people in depth and I would

l i ke t o share with you wha t t hea r d .

These people a r e mai nl y Indians f rom the de pa r t men t of Huehue tenango ,

coming f r om areas such as Jacal tenango , Nenton. and Sa nt a Ana Huis t a . The r e

a re also some people f r om the depar t men t of Qui che . I t would s e em t hat most

of t hose who fl ee t o Mex i co live close t o t he bor der , although accordi~g to

I . . .
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some est.imates (for example. oy the Catholic bis hop s of Guatemala). as

many as one million Gua t emalans have been uprooted by the violence. Sema

of the people I interviewed had been in Mexico for months and some were

r ec en t Bl'rivals. All who spoke were fear ful of reprisals by the Guat emalan

~y, s o I cannot reveal their names or the names of specific Villages from

whi ch they fled .

Baaed on wha t I heard from t he r efugees I would like to emphasize two

main poi nt s :

1. It i s t he Guatemalan army itself which i s causing the people to f lee

Guatemala, through ·1ts campa i gn of violence and terr or in t he

count rys i de.

2. For the peop le i n t he countryside t here has been no improvement

s ince the Mar ch 23. 1982 coup , and t he violence agai ns t t hem has

probably i ncreased .

Behavior of t he Guatemalan Army

It was a unanimous convic t i on , based on experience among all t he ref ugees
•

I spoke to, t ha t it is t he Guatemalan ar my which i s directly responsible

for t he violence which the Indian peop le are suffering. Usually those who

attack t he people are in uniform, althou gh some t imes t hey are not.

For example. I talked with a group of t en Women who ara all now wi dows

as a 'reBult of an army attack in January . One woman said :

I~e don Ie know why t he a rmy arr ived in our Village . We were eati ng
when they arrived; it was about two in t he af t er noon . They r ounded
us up in the schoolyar~ . All of the wives i n the Village were t here,
since al l of the men were out worki ng . It was Sunday . ••• The army asked
us where t hey were and we told t hem tha t t hey were in such-and- such a
place; we were t hen or der ed t o go t o .t el l them to come and join i n
the meeting . When t hey . : r i ved . t he 'a rmy ti~d them up. Then they t ook
t hem away from t he schoolyard. and t he next t hi ng we saw were the
vul tures • •already busy eating t he ir remains ."

I . ..



- 3 -

Ano~he~ woman added:

"The a rmy ki lled our husbands wi t h a knife to t he s t omach . We
fo und t hem, later on . by fo llowing the vu l t ur es . When t hey came in
t hey t ook many things: t ot t ill a s. coo ~{e9. everythi ng . If t here
were tape r ec orders, r adios, anythi ng they saw t ha t they liked.
t hey took it. They wor e army uni fo rms in two colors. They were
what we call 'tigers r (special forces ) ."

Further t estimonies I heard :

"My home was bur ned to as hes . We were i n town · then. and l efc to
come here . I f we had been s till a t hame when t he army came , we'd
be as hes by now• • • .We were not invol ved i n any pol i t i cal affair s
to cause us to be singled out . "

One l eader from another ar ea sai d :

'~e left Gua t emala s uddenly because in our community t here wa s a
massa cre of 14 people . In the s ame a r ea there wa s anothe r massacre
of eight peo pl e . The military army i s do i ng t hese mas sacres. They
were burning the houses. We couldn't even l eave our houses to work ,
and we were in need of f ood .

"The army says it i s bur ni ng our hous es and massacring our people
bec aus e it i s we who are the gue r r i l l as . We l iv e near t he h i gh
way ••• and t he guerr i l l a s block t he r oad . Tne army claims t hat we
a r e the ones who block the r oad . They order us t o r emove t he
obstruc t ions . Wh en we finish, t hey put a s en tence on us : if t he
hi ghway is bloc ked .o nc e mor e they will kill us. For thi s reason
we are unabl e t o live in our land . 1I

People told me of s eeing t he so ldiers dr essed in civilian clo thes . Some
t imes t hey carry out killings i n civi l i an clo t hes to put t he blame on
guerr i llas . Somet imes t hey pretend to be guer r i l las and ask the people
how they might help . Later t hey come back and ki l l t hos e who mi gh t have
s eemed willing to cooperate . .

Several peo ple spoke of the new civil mi l i tias. One leader said :

" • • • . The a l,"'InY has ordered us t o part i cipa te i n civil milit ias
in orde r t o fight t he guerrillas . We are no t abl e t o do t his . •• Because
of t his also we hav e left . The se c i vil militias are somet hing new.
I t ' s a way of contr ol l ing t he people • . •They said i t i s all r i ght f or
us to r e t ur n to Gua tema l a, p~esent ourselves to t hem . and enl i s t
ourselves in t heir programs by gi ving t hem our personal data such
as our addresses. a phot ogr aph. and t hey 're goi ng t o gi ve us a
car d in order t hat we can be i dent i f i ed as Guatemalans and l ega l
in our homes .

"Aft er t his t hey are going t o make i ndi vi dt;.a l s re:;ponsibl e f or con
trolling their communi t i es i n gr oups of 20-30 peo ple in every neighbor 
hood . But a l l of this i s a f ailure. I t 's a f a i lure becaus e t he
guerrillas would arrive .. and we would have to figh t them with only a
mache te or a long stick • • •We were very \lor xied abou t t his because

/ ...
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the army s ays 1f we don' t go back, t o do thi s , t hey are going
to burn our houses, or t hat t hey wi l l put other f amilies i n t hem
tha t are now wi t hou t shel ter.

"Now t he army is r equir ing every f amily to be i dentified with i t s
card and its photograph . The army says t ha t it 1s going to gi ve
each family a f l ag to put above i ts home so when a hel i copter or
warp l ane comes t o bomb, this f lag will be t he signa l t hat the
f amil y 1s i n a greemeot with the army. We have seen t hat other
people who have identified t hems el ves , and already hav e t hei r
f lags , bu t who are nea r where an attack 1s made . have been bombed
by t he army anyway.1t

The t estimonies give good i nsight into how t he civil militias, whi ch have

•
been des cr i bed in the American pr ess, f unc t i on: peopl e are forced to t ake

s i des. and even those who want to stay out of t he conflict are sent ou t by

t he army a s a kind of "cannon fodder . "

Over and over I heard people insist t ha t they had ao t been doing ~nything

wrong. One man said:

" •••We are hera •••• on1y becaus e of t he massacres by the army - i t' s
the government . If we ask th~ why , t hey are going to tell us it' s
because we are t he guerr i llas, but we don' t know who t he guer r i l l as
ar e. I f we wer e guerrillaa. t hen t hey ' d be finding us wi th arms . or
attacking them back. But 00, we' re s l eeping in our houses • •• and t hey
come •• • •Theyar rive, t a ke the people oue and kill t hem .

"For exampl e. some of t he ca techi-;cs were having church mee t i ngs.
The army woul d kill them for just be i ng i n a mee t i ng. They say t hat
t he Churc h i tself i s gue r r i l l a. They say that t he Bible i s agai nst .
t he gove rnment . Then how can we even have t he Bible i n our hands ?
We cannot, because the government c lates i t i s subvers ive, even whi le
we bel i eve i t i s our salvation. At some future t ime it might be
our salvation. Right now it would be our deat h. And so . thi s
is ..,hy we left. "

Situa tion since t he coup

$0 far I have said little about how things have been , sp ecifically

sinc e the March coup . The people we talked to were unanimous i n sayi ng t hat

t he violence i s as bad now or · worse than before the coup . Fr om t heir view-

poine it is ehe same army which i s attacking t hem. Here are some t es t imoni es :

I . . .
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liOn June 21, 1982. helicopters r- f the Army flew down into t his
bor der area and soldiers came ou t and began burning t he Villages .
The people who were bathing 1n t he river saw the smoke and fled
1n f ear , many of t hem wearing nothing, more t han bathing _suies
or und erwear • ••• II

(On t his occasion Cua temalan soldiers pursued t he people into Mexi can t erri t ory. )

Here 1s another testimony:

"On the 21st of June we saw t he helicopters come t o our village .
And as we well know by now, when helicopters come t hey come fo r
one reas on only : to massacre our f amil ies • . . .This was the first
tiMe t hey came t o our vill age to bo ther us • • . Sinc: e we had news
of t hi ngs going on allover t he country we fled • .•.They were
kil ling many people just up t he r oad from us . They would gathe r
t he people together and t ake t hem ou t, one by one , and ki l l them .
After they ki l l ed t hem, t hey s l i ce d t hem up wi t h machetes as if
t hey were animal s . This did not happen to many people i n our
a r ea, and a l l o f us in our gr oup were able to es cape this fat e .

"First t hey came in he l icopters .and gathered t he people t ogether.
Then. one by one t hey took them away aed killed t hem. As for
my own family. t hey killed seven . And af ter t hey kil led the
peop l e t hey chopped t hem up and picked a t t hem ~th machetes . In
s ome cases. t hey firs t tor t ur ed t hem. cut t hem up wi t h ma chetes.
put gasoline on t bem, and then burned t hem alive.

"And as for killing t he children . t hey don ' t use firearms . They
car r y guns , but they don' t us e t hem on chi ldren ; t hey kill them
with t heir hands . They use their machetes somet imes. Wha t my
uncle saw when he saw them kill my s eVen r e l a t i ves : he s aw t hem
grab t he chi l dren by t heir feet and soash t he ir heads agains t a
post , or t ake a r ope. tie it around the ch i l d and t hree pull i t
in one direc tion. three in another • •• •This is how they kill
the people. For this reaso n , we came her e. They pour~d gasoline
over t he bodies, and burned them.

" .• • •We know' that those who kill our peopl e are t he Guatemalan
army because t hey COme in helic~pters. t hey don ' t come walking .

, t hey are t hose t hat t hey cal l ka ibl les . Gua t emal an s pecial f orces.

" • • •• We could see Guatema l a and our homes bur ni ng , from here in
Mexi co . When they f inished burning our homes, t hey got t oge t he r
fiv e of our animals, loaded down with car go t hey had stolen fr om
us . As I had a store. I bad food and other things. They t ook
or burned everything. 1I

Another tes timony:

"When t he sol di er s went through my t own t he fir st t ime . t hey killed
f our men. They tied their a rms benind t he i r backs; t hey t ook
them away, we donlt know where. or what was done with t hem.

"The s econd time t he amy
passed by, dropping bombs

caQe was t he 23r d of J une. 1982.
in a nearby Village t hat we could

They
feel

I ...
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and hear. The people in my ·village could hea r t he bombs ,
and so we fled . We don't know what ki nd of bombs t hey were.
That was the day they started burning t he houses. It was one
o'clock in the af t ernoon. And in this way the peop l e were left
without anything, without fo od, without clothing, without houses •••
• • •After this, when we went ba ck t o see our houses, there was
nothing. Beca us e we had nothing left, we came here to Mexi co
to loo k for R place we could stay.

It • • •• In another village nearby, the army c ame at five o'clock
in the morning and s t ar t ed to ga t her the people together.
Altogether they killed 16 people, shooting them. First t hey
beat them up. They then killed t hem. That was the fir st of
May, 1982."

I might r emind you that these incidents took place in a relatively small

area near the Mexican border. but they are t ypical of what has been happeni ng

a lmost everywhere in the I ndian highlands. We were t old that t he f i rst large

group of r efugees came into t hat border area of Mexi co i n December. 1981. when

t he a rmy was mount ing a concer t ed at t ack on the whole r egion. With t he coup in

March. some of the peop l e thought they could return to Guatemala. Perhaps half

went bac k , es peci all y because planting season was begi nning . However . all t hose

who had been i n Mexi co have now r eturned there and more have sought r efuge. Whole

villages have fled . Ona camp swelled from 800 t o 1200 refugees in the month be f or e
•

my visit.

One of the many recently-arrived refugees I spoke with said :

"Things have not impr oved since Rios Montt is in power. Rios Montt
says on t he radi o t ha t Guatemala is at peace . that the refugees
can re turn from Mexico. but how can we return to our homes when we
have no homes to return to?

"And Rioa Mo nt t says t here is peace!

liThe situation in Guatemala is no be tter under Rios Montt t han
it was befo~e . People continue t o come her e . beaten by t he army .
About five days ag o, for example, one man a rr ived who saw t he army
beat three people severely wi t h their rifle but t s and l eav e t hem
f or dead. 1I

I believe my own experience in Guatema la helps me understand why t here has

been no improvement in the observance of hum3n r ight s since the recent military

coup .

I . . .
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Large sca l e vi olence fr om t he gover~ent and f rom r i ght - wing death

squads dat es f rom t he mi d-1960s when many thousands of people were ki lled

as par t of a coun ter-insurgency campaign. Even after t he guerrillas were

t empor ar i l y defea t ed around 1970, t he repression continued at the r ate of

s everal hundred vic tims a year . Aft er the 1976 ear t hquake t here was an up

sur ge of organizing among t he poor . beginni ng in the l abor movement and ex

tending to other gr oups , especially the pea sants . 5y 1978 t he level of

r epressive viol ence was i.ncreasing rapidly . I recall t he mass kU ling of over

100 Indians a t Panzos in May 1978. This us hered in the gove rnment of Romeo

Lucas Car c i a and t he r ei gn of t error i ncrea sed. From t his t ime on many people

I knew were incr eas ingl y in danger and a number of t hem were kil led .

In ~tarch 1980 . Nehem~as Cumez . the di r ec t or of Vi vienda Popula r . a devel 

opmen t pr oj ec t which th~ Amer ican Fr i ends Servi ce Co~ittee had co-funded and

wi th which I had wo rked, v as kidnapped i n t he t own of Comalap a and never re

.appea r ed . In J uly . Ana s t asio Sotz . who had been one of C~ez ' assistant s.

was t aken off a bus i n t he same t own by the army . wh i ch was s ys t emat i ca l l y

checki ng the identifica tion papers of all - the passenger s against a l i st whi ch

t hey car r ied. and he ~as never seen ~again. At that poi n t Comal apa . which had

been peacef ul. came under s i eg e by the mi litary.

I could go on a t l ength. Wh~t I vish to say is t hat I have seen t he

violence of the Guatemala n r egiMe close up .

By the t ime I lef t Guatemala in mid-1 980 . t he army was eng aging 1n sy stem

a tic r epr es s ion aga i ns t all peo ple and groups whom t hey co nsidered t o be i n

opposition i n any wa y. Fr om all t he info~ation I hav e bo th fr om writ ten

materials and from calking with people who have been t o Guatema la s i nce t hat

t ime, t he level of repras s i on has co ns tantly i nc r eased . It would s eem that in

general t he army (and pol i ce) have moved from a pol i cy of seeking t o identify

and pick up opposition leaders or potent i a l l eade r s . to One of wholesale a t tack

on v i llages i n the count rys ide , especia l l y beginning i n 1981 .

I . • .
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In order to make the case t~~t the situation has changed since t he

March 23 coup , some seek to plac e a l l the blame for the ·previous violence

on former president Romeo Lucas Garcia. However , the violence, from my

exper i ence and interviews , comes f r om t he army as an i nstitution and not

from the individua l who happens to occupy the presidency. The army sees

i ts number one task as defea t i ng t he oppo sition, and i t 1s convinced that

l arge numbers of people , ~specLally the Indian population, sup port t he opposition,

and so must be dissuaded f r om doing so or eliminated . However, i ts pol i cy of

r epres s ion s i nce 1975 has, in f act, served largely to radicalize t he rural

population . In looking at Guatema l a it 1s important to examine no t what

Rios Mont t or ot hers in the government say, but wha t the army does .

By many reports, the l evel of vi ol enc e in Guatemala City and some of

the larger t owns dropped off r i ght after the coup . This seems to have been

designed l a rgely · t o change Guat emala's . carnish ed international image (and

thereby make the government appea~ eligible for United States mi l i t a r y aid)

and t o soothe the middle classes who were becoming alarmed at the l evel of

violence and disgus t ed at a rmy and police behavior.

(Par enthet ical ly , I wo ul d s ta t e that even this policy was not cons i s t ent ,

as exempl ifi ed in the "kidna pping" of Dr. Juan J ose Hur t ado, which t urned out

to be an "arr est ." Dr . Hurtado was our f ami ly pediacrician. and I ca n testify

t hat he was the most respected pediatric i an in Cuatemala and certainly not

involved in any policical a ct i vi ty. )

It is my opi ni on t ha t t he les~ening of ur ban r ep r ession will pr obably be

Short-lived . In any case, it should be borne in mind that t he majori t y of

Guatemalans· are rural and it 1s ~~~se peopl e who have been t he chief obj ect of

the v i olenc e. Al l i ndications ar e t hat: thi s v i olence has no t d i mi ni s hed, bill:

,
J . "

I
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In my opinion, Pres i dent Rios Montt coul d have reversed t hi s t rend

only 1£ he had :

-put a s t o p t o a rmy r epr es s ion against t he civilian popu l a tion,

--begun proceedings to briag t hos e r es ponsible for violence t o civilians

t o justice,

--pr oposed serious reforms (e .g., land r eform ) t o begi n addr ess i ng Guatemala's

r eal pr oblems of pover ty . hunger, illiteracy and under-development .

As we know, he has done noue of t hes e t hi ngs:

- -the viol ence has no t dimi nished and s eems to have increas ed .

--there is every r ea son t o be l i eve t ha t no one will be brought to justice -f or

the many t hous ands of deat hs . and. 1n fact. t his SCem3 to be one of the

effects of t he J une amnesty (I am awar e t hat government s pokesmen have denied
..

this . but t hey can only dispr ove my as s e r tion by beginning s ome ki nd of pr o-

ceedings) .

--there is no hint of serious re fo~ in Rios Mont t 's Four teen Poi nts or in

an yt hing he has done .

•
Ins~ead. Ri os Mont t has mad e ~oral exhor t a t i ons t o the people of Guatemala

and has promised an a t t ac k on corruption. I t is true tha t gr a f e among members of

tho Lucas gove rnmen t had r eached scandalous l eve l s , and i t i s no doubt a positive

s t ep to cance l SOme of t he projects which could have offer ed -further oppor t uni -

ties for cor r upt ion. Howev er , t he whole question of corruption is simply Lr r e.Iev ant; :

t o the I ndians who are being attacked and murdered and a re seeing their homes

des t r oyed and t heir crops and f i elds bur ned.

Fr om my own r ecen t experience and from all the i nf ormat i on I have seen .

I am co nvinced that since the Mar ch 23. 1982. coup t he Guat emalan government and

a rmy cont i nue t o engage in ~despread and sys t emat i c v iolations of basic human

r i ghts--in particular the r i ght t o 11f e .

- 30 -
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